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RA RFC INTER-REGIMENTAL RUGBY UNION COMPETITION 2009

GENERAL
1.
RA RFC will run the inter-unit rugby competition at Larkhill over the period 22 – 29 Apr 09 to incorporate the MacIlwane and MacKenzie trophies.

AIM
2.
The aim of this letter is detail the administration requirements for units entering the competition and to publish the rules for the competition.

EXECUTION
3.
Competition.   The competition will comprise of all entered teams competing in 2 separate pools with fixtures taking place on Wed 22, Thu 23 and Fri 24 Apr 09 at Larkhill.  Semi-finals for both the main competition (MaciIlwane Trophy) and the plate (MacKenzie Trophy) will be played on Mon 27 Apr 09 before the finals on Wed 29 Apr 09.

4.
Draw.   The draw for the competition will be conducted NLT 27 Feb 09.  If not already done so, Seconds in Command are requested to confirm their unit’s intention to attend the tournament by 20 Feb 09.
5.
Rules.   The rules of the competition are as follows:

a.
22 named players for each match of which no more than 5 players can be non RA.

b.
In the event of a draw at full time a period of 2 x 10 minutes will be played.  If there is still a draw then a period of sudden death will be played whereby the first team to score a point will win.  There will be no time limit and no changing of ends.

c.
The scoring system for pool games is:

(1)
Each team receives 4 points for a win. 

(2)
Each team receives 2 points for a draw. 

(3)
Each team receives 1 bonus point for scoring four or more tries in a game, and 1 bonus point for losing a game by seven points or less. 
d.
Players who are serving on ERE at a non RA establishment are able to participate in the competition and if a non commissioned officer or soldier they can represent their parent Regiment or if that Regiment is not participating in the competition the Regiment that is closest located to their ERE location.  For officers they can represent their nearest RA Regimental team.  Secretary RA RFC will adjudicate in the event of confusion.  The aim is always to ensure maximum participation from the Royal Artillery.

e.
TA personnel are not eligible to participate in the competition unless on FTRS or mobilised and can only represent the Regt they are serving within.
6.
Support.   Support to all fixtures is welcomed.  Once the teams in the finals are known it is hoped that respective Regiments will provide maximum support for their teams.  VIP facilities will be available at the pitch for the finals and Commanding Officers or their representatives are encouraged to attend.
COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS
7.
Team Captains Briefing.   A briefing for all team captains will take place in the Sports Bar, Larkhill at 0900 hrs on Wed 22 Apr 09 to confirm the draw and detail the conduct of the competition.

8.
Timings.   Timings for the fixtures are still be confirmed with officials but it is hoped to have 2 pool fixtures played at 1000 hrs and 1400 hrs to allow everyone to watch all games.  The semi finals will be played at 1000 hrs and 1400 hrs with the MacIlwane being played on the MacIlwane Pitch and the MacKenzie being played on the Piggeries pitch.  The finals will be played at 1300 hrs (MacKenzie) and 1500 hrs (MacIlwane) on the MacIlwane pitch followed by a prize giving.

9.
Trophies.
The current holders of the MacIlwane (19 Regt RA) and MacKenzie (26 Regt RA) are to ensure the respective trophies are engraved from last year and the Trophies are bought to the competition.  They are to be handed to Manager RA RFC at the team captains meeting at 0900 hrs on Wed 22 Apr 09.  Suitable presentations will be available for the officials, winning and loosing teams in both Trophies.
SERVICE SUPPORT
10.
Accommodation.   Accommodation at Larkhill is tight and will be available for teams who are based more than 90 minutes travel time from Larkhill.  A nominal roll of those requiring accommodation is to be emailed to Manager RA RFC, NICK.TILLEY585@qcis.mod.uk by COP Wed 8 Apr 09.  Officers and SNCOs should apply to respective Messes for accommodation.  Should this not be possible accommodation will be available with the remainder of their teams.  Teams may wish to source their own accommodation in the local area at neighbouring units which will prevent the Artillery Centre transit accommodation from becoming over crowded.

11.
Feeding.   Whilst at Larkhill all teams will be able to feed in the Regimental restaurant on a casual meal basis.  Nominal roll of squad requiring feeding is to be emailed to Manager RA RFC, NICK.TILLEY585@qcis.mod.uk by COP Wed 8 Apr 09.  

12. 
Travel.   Travel for the inter-Regt competition is not centrally funded so costs must lie where they fall.

13.
Equipment.   All teams are to be self sufficient with balls and medical supplies for the duration of the competition.  All teams are to bring 2 different coloured strips.

SUMMARY
14.
The RA RFC inter-Regt competition format aims to ensure it is a painless as possible to Regiments in terms of time away from other duties.  It gives a fantastic opportunity to get most of the rugby players in the Royal Artillery in one place at one time.  It will be used to identify possible Corps rugby players for the 2009/2010 inter-Corps season as well as a great opportunity to have some fun.
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